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Tips for Using These Writing Prompts
Print the entire collection, one for each student in your family. Three-hole-punch the pages 
and put them into a binder with additional lined paper of your child’s preference. Place the 
prompt checklist at the front of the binder so your child can mark off the topics as they are 
used.

Schedule time in your homeschool plan for weekly writing time using these prompts. Better 
yet, create a writing center — a plastic tote with the notebooks, some favorite pencils or 
pens, and a thesaurus.

Some children will perform best with a page limit: fill up the prompt page or fill up the prompt 
page and half of an additional sheet of paper. Others will do better with a time limit: write 
for 5, 7, 10, or 15 minutes. Experiment to see what motivates your child the best. If your 
child naturally enjoys writing, you can easily print and go without setting any time or page 
requirements.

Periodically (once a month or each quarter), select one of the completed writing prompts 
to develop into a finished composition or project by taking it through the editing and revising 
process. Don’t do this for every prompt -- only the ones your child is the most excited about.

Tips for Using These with Reluctant Writers
1.	 Let your child choose which prompt to use from the entire collection. Although some 

prompts are seasonal topics, there’s no reason that you can’t write about Christmas in 
March or about spring in October if you like! There’s also no need to use them in any 
particular order. Let your child skip around as desired.

2.	 Read the prompt aloud to your child and have a short dialogue about the prompt to 
prime the pump. Ask probing questions to help your child see all sides of the prompt’s 
topic.

3.	 Serve as scribe if the process of putting pencil to paper is laborious or frustrating.
4.	 Help your child look forward to your weekly writing assignment by reserving a special 

pencil to use or a crazy hat to wear only during that time each week.
5.	 Avoid saying anything that your reluctant writer may take as criticism. These prompts are 

to inspire journal writing, which should not be evaluated in terms of grammar, spelling, 
etc. Your feedback should focus on positives such as creative ideas, logical thought, and 
precise word choices. This is a chance for your child to write without fear of failure! 



FaceBook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/WriteShop
Pinterest boards https://www.pinterest.com/writeshop

Blog http://writeshop.com/blog

WriteShop Primary is a parent-led writing 
program that gently introduces K-3rd graders to 
the steps of the writing process through hands-
on activities, crafts, and picture books. Reading 
and writing skills are not needed. 
Curriculum sets affordably priced at $29 - $42.

WriteShop Junior exposes 3rd-6th graders 
to genre, fiction, and nonfiction writing—and 
introduces tools that truly motivate young writ-
ers. Pre-writing games help them learn and 
practice vocabulary and other skills in such a 
fun way, they have no idea they’re learning. 
Graphic organizers help them brainstorm and 
plan their stories and reports. And our engaging 
editing tools actually make it fun to proofread 
and revise. 
Curriculum sets affordably priced at $82-$107.

WriteShop I and II offer incremental lessons, 
challenging assignments, and creative activi-
ties for junior high and high schoolers. WriteShop 
I students improve descriptive, informative, and 
narrative, writing skills by becoming proficient 
in four vital techniques: brainstorming, drafting, 
editing, and revising. WriteShop II users learn to 
expand their skills by learning about descriptive 
narration, point of view, and voice. This level 
ends with an introduction to persuasive and 
essay writing, including timed essays. 
Curriculum sets affordably priced at $117-$140.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/WriteShop
https://www.pinterest.com/writeshop
http://writeshop.com/blog
http://writeshop.com/writeshop-primary-overview
http://writeshop.com/writeshop-junior-overview
http://writeshop.com/writeshop-i-ii-overview
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Name: 

Signs of new life are everywhere in springtime! Describe something 
in nature that reminds you of Christ’s resurrection. To get you 

started, think about a butterfly emerging from a cocoon, new 
leaves unfolding on a tree, and animals coming out of hibernation.

New Life, New Birth
Spring Is Bursting Forth!
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Name: 

Father’s Little Helper
For a Father’s Day gift, you’re debating between giving your dad a robot that 

does outside chores or one that fixes broken things around the house. Which one 
do you think he’d rather have? Describe five chores this new robot will perform.
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In honor of National Hot Dog Day, write a story using these words: (Let younger children 
choose just 3-5 of these words for their story.) 

hot dog 

stolen passport 

baseball stadium 

national anthem 

thunderstorm 

sunglasses 
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Name: 

Invent a holiday to celebrate a person you love, such as “Auntie Amy Day” or 
“Grandpa Appreciation Day.” Write a paragraph expressing three reasons why 

you’re thankful for this special person.

Thankful for YouIn honor of National Hot Dog Day, write a story using these words: (Let younger children 
choose just 3-5 of these words for their story.) 

hot dog 

stolen passport 

baseball stadium 

national anthem 

thunderstorm 

sunglasses 

Hot Dog Day
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Name: 

Invent a holiday to celebrate a person you love, such as “Auntie Amy Day” or 
“Grandpa Appreciation Day.” Write a paragraph expressing three reasons why 

you’re thankful for this special person.

Thankful for YouA Christmas St�y
 

Write a story that takes place on Christmas Eve.
Use as many words from this list as possible:

homeless person

bakery

snow

family

street corner

Christmas carols

lost wallet

dog

shoe

brother

memories
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Adventures in a Snow Globe
Name: 

1. Draw a picture inside the snow globe using words from the Snow Globe Word Bank.
2. Now imagine that you have stepped into that snow globe scene. Write a story 

about what happens to you while you're there. What do you see? Where do you 
go? Whom do you meet?

3. Make sure snow is part of your story!

snowman
polar bear
penguin
skyscraper

sidewalk
toys
cabin
frozen pond

hill
castle
forest
Christmas tree

train
cat
sled
scarf

SNOW GLOBE WORD BANK
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Name: 

Imagine that you are escorted to Birthdayland. In this magical world, children eat 
pieces of gigantic frosted cakes and open presents that fall from hot air balloons 
above. Describe the strange sights and the children you meet. How do you feel 

after a night in this land? Do you want to go home for your real birthday?

Journey to
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Prudence
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Describing Nature
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A Paint Chip Inspired Story
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The Job of a Nanobot
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StoryBuilder
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Name: 

Time to Say Goodbye
Your family is planning a garage sale, and you must part with three possessions. 

Write about each of these things and explain why it’s time to get rid of them.
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Name: 

Walt Disney said, “It’s kind of fun to do the impossible.” Make up 
(and write) a story about something impossible that you did.

It's Impossible!
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The Perfect Tree House
Write a paragraph to finish this sentence:

When I build the perfect tree house, it will include four spectacular features.
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Name: 

Imagine that you are entering a 
contest to win a family vacation in 

Hawaii. You must convince the 
judges that you have the best 

mother in the world. Write a 
paragraph or two explaining why 

she is the greatest mom ever.

My Mom Is a
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Name: 

Your favorite candy store is hiring children. Write a letter to the 
owner of the store explaining three reasons why you are the perfect 

person for the job. 

The Sweetest Job
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Name: 

Invent a holiday to celebrate a person you love, such as “Auntie Amy Day” or 
“Grandpa Appreciation Day.” Write a paragraph expressing three reasons why 

you’re thankful for this special person.

Thankful for You
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Name: 

Which zoo animal would make the best pet? Describe how 
you would care for and play with it.

A Zoo for You
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You're exploring in the woods with your best friend when a 
chipmunk suddenly jumps up on a rock and starts shouting a 

warning! What is it saying? Are you in danger? What will you do? 
What will you discover? What will happen to you? 

The Furry messenger
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Name: 

Lights, Camera, Action!
You have an idea for an exciting new TV show. Pitch your idea to a famous pro-
ducer, giving three reasons why he should consider your show for his fall line-up.
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Moon Bounce
If a trampoline bounced you all the way to the moon, how would 
you get back to earth?
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Name: 

Invent a holiday to celebrate a person you love, such as “Auntie Amy Day” or 
“Grandpa Appreciation Day.” Write a paragraph expressing three reasons why 

you’re thankful for this special person.

Thankful for You

_________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Name: 

Invent a holiday to celebrate a person you love, such as “Auntie Amy Day” or 
“Grandpa Appreciation Day.” Write a paragraph expressing three reasons why 

you’re thankful for this special person.

Thankful for You
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If your jacket had an invisible pocket, what would you keep in 
there and why?
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Name: 

Invent a holiday to celebrate a person you love, such as “Auntie Amy Day” or 
“Grandpa Appreciation Day.” Write a paragraph expressing three reasons why 

you’re thankful for this special person.

Thankful for You
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Name: 

Invent a holiday to celebrate a person you love, such as “Auntie Amy Day” or 
“Grandpa Appreciation Day.” Write a paragraph expressing three reasons why 

you’re thankful for this special person.

Thankful for You
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Mining Camp Treasures
Imagine you are a historian who must explore an old mining camp. 
Describe the items that you and your metal detector will discover.
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Name: 

Invent a holiday to celebrate a person you love, such as “Auntie Amy Day” or 
“Grandpa Appreciation Day.” Write a paragraph expressing three reasons why 

you’re thankful for this special person.

Thankful for You
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Name: 

Invent a holiday to celebrate a person you love, such as “Auntie Amy Day” or 
“Grandpa Appreciation Day.” Write a paragraph expressing three reasons why 

you’re thankful for this special person.

Thankful for You
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Name: 

Which zoo animal would make the best pet? Describe how 
you would care for and play with it.

A Zoo for You
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Which zoo animal would make the best pet? Describe how 
you would care for and play with it.

A Zoo for You
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